Macbeth Essay

· 1-2 pages; Typed; 12-pt. font; Times New Roman; 1-inch margins

· Direct references and citations from the play

Writing must be a developed, 5-paragraph, essay.  Use an introduction and thesis to provide focus and purpose to the writing.  Sufficient details should be used to support the thesis statement.  Each direct quote or reference should be explained as if the teacher did not read the book (this is like the poetry analysis paper in which you identified the example, explained the example, and then analyzed the example).  The conclusion should summarize and extend on main ideas in the essay.
Essay is due Wednesday, April 15th.
Choose one of the following topics.

1. Analyze the characterization of Macbeth as a tragic hero.

2. Compare and contrast the strengths and weaknesses of the 3 kings in Macbeth.
3. Evaluate Macbeth in terms of its being a morality play.

4. With detailed references to the play, show how Banquo is a dramatic foil to Macbeth.

5. Comment specifically on the wealth of imagery that contributes to the atmosphere of violence in the play.

6. Analyze the different perspectives of what it means to be “manly” and identify the most “manly” character.  Support the identification.

7. Analyze the use of antithesis in the play.  Identify, explain, and analyze the significance of at least 3 examples.
8. Interpret a theme in the play and show the development of the theme throughout the play (for example, “unchecked ambition can have corruptive effects”).
