7 would clean other people’s houses much better than she ever had her
. . own. Her back would grow strong and the years would go by quickly.
ntmducmgthe . Junior would have two more strokes and then die. The chil}(fl?en Woyuld
Cgﬂectmn theme grow up. The boy would become a lieutenant colonel in the army and
' " the girl would become my mother. ® She would tell me many things
but she would never speak of the war. The bottle of plum wine would
continue to sit, unnoticed, gathering dust behind the furnace in the bas
ment. It would grow darker and sweeter with every passing year. The leak

in the roof has still, to this day, no

Julie Otsuka

Julie Otsuka (1 962— ) wrote this
story as the first part of her Master of
Fine Arts thesis. The story eventually
became the first chapter of her novel

- When the Emperor Was Divine (2002).

Otsuka, who was born and raised in
California, said this about the story:-

had no idea when | started writ-
ing “Evacuation Order No. 19"—the
first chapter of my novel—that it -
would turn into something larger. I'd
never written anything serious before,
only comic fiction, and had never in-.
tended to take on the subject of war.
But the character of the woman in the:
story simply took up residence, one
day, in my head: I saw her standing

“alone on a street, reading the evacua-

tion notice for the first time, and then
| followed her home to see who she

- was, and what she might do after

t been properly fixed.

Otsuka’s grandfather was arres
the day after the attack on Pearl
Harbor. Later, her mother, uncle,

grandmother were sent to internm

camps. Otsuka said in an intervie

Aside from those basic facts,
ever—the arrest, being sentto a
camp—the novel is entirely made |
The characters in the novel don't
semble anyone in my own family.
since my family didn’t talk about tf
ternment much, | had tore-
create that time for myself. $5

Looking for Heroes

Why do we need heroes? Do the
qualities that make a person a hero
differ from one historical period to
another? Are there any characteris-
tics that all heroes have in common?
As you read the stories in this collec-
tion, think about the answers to
these questions.




